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FOR All WHOARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Monday, 11th November, 1985 is going to be a very 
historical day for the railways in Victoria. This is the day 
that trains start running without a brakevan in the rear 
and the guards move onto the footplate of the locomotive. 
Victoria is the last state to bring in trains without vans 
and it will be interesting to see how successful it will be. 


One of the main reasons for getting rid of the vans was 
‘o cut costs, but will it? Guards that choose to go to the 
loco will be on a higher wage, the maintenance staff will 
work on other equipment and the office staff who keep all 
the records on the vans will be found other work. Separ- 
ate vans on most passenger trains have been phased out 
in recent years and the guard has occupied one end of a 
car and a louvre has been attached for van goods. 


The way it has appeared in reports it looks like nearly 
all the guards will be going to the loco, but talking to 
‘hem this does not seem to be the case. Most guards 
under 35 years of age do not really have a choice if they 
want to stay in-the railways — up front or out the.gate. 
Of the older guards, there appears to be only about one- 
‘hird who are thinking of moving up front while others 
vould look for other positions. 


While on paper things work out well with this move, 
ynly time will tell how successful it really is. 


| Front cover: R766 near Riddells Creek, on route to 
Bendigo, during a film promotional trip for Steam Age. 
Wed.10.7.85 (John Dare) 
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Opposite: J549 departs Ararat on a special wheat extra 
to Murtoa. 28.12.68. (Robert Carlisle) 
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Journey to Ararat 


Where are you going for your holidays I was asked. 
‘‘Just to prove I’m strange’’, if proof was necessary, 
“l’m going to Ararat train spotting for two days’, I 
replied. 

So on 3.1.85 there were one father and two sons 
prowling the platforms of Spencer St station taking 
photographs. Among those units observed were P14 
heading a Harris set bound for Seymour, A71 hauling 
a Z set bound for Swan Hill and a T heading a set of red 
cars to Bacchus Marsh. 

At 17 54 we departed from platform 1. The train con- 
sisted of a 3-car N set and a bogie van hauled by X43. 
All sets on the train were booked. 

V/Line are to be complimented on their ‘InterCity’ 
service. The seats were comfortable, the cars airy and 
the view from the aisle seat was very good. Even the 
airconditioning worked. Gone was the noise of wheel 
on rail-joint, helped by welded rails and extensive 
sound deadening in the carriages. The train is a far cry 
from the red timber panelled corridor coaches, referred 
to previously, being hauled to Bacchus Marsh. I 
endured a journey to Adelaide on those same coaches 
in the mid-sixties due to an overbooked Overland and 
it was extremely uncomfortable. 

Through numerous ‘Footscrays’ the train made 
steady progress until it halted for 15 minutes west of 
Deer Park. So instead of watching the world pass by, 
we sat and watched five mini-bike riders pass us by. As 
we proceeded we passed the reason for our delay. Two 
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T class locos returning light from Bacchus Marsh, theii 
duty done for the day. 

The snack bar did a brisk business from the momen 
we left Spencer St. This was brought about by ou! 
departure time. However, by the time the train passec 
through Ballan business had slowed to a trickle. In the 
evening light rabbits could be seen scurrying througt 
the paddocks. In one paddock men with shotguns 
could be seen searching for targets. 

At 19 49, we arrived at Ballarat where the snack bai 
attendants and conductor changed. We left Ballarat a’ 
1955 and our progress improved markedly. We 
arrived at Beaufort at 20 25 where we stopped for 2 
minutes. Prior to our arrival at Ararat, the conducto: 
began an announcement which ran to a few words, the 
sound of wheels on rails and then what sounded like 
the microphone being drowned. We arrived at Araral 
at 20 58. The next road was occupied by an Up Jet witk 
a BL in green and gold and an X in blue and yellov 
forming the motive power. 

Being a genuine city slicker I believed that there 
would be taxis at the station. There was the Hamiltor 
bus but that was the only road transport present, nc 
taxis. However, with the help of a bemused local we 
found our way to the correct motel. 

On the 4th, we awoke to find the weather fine anc 
warm. At 08 30 we walked down to the station. In the 
yard we observed a Down Jet hauled by double-headec 
930 class, 935 in original livery (maroon and silver) 


$304 heads the Up Dimboola passenger (8130) towards Bank Box loop on Sat.7.9.85. (Rick Coles) 
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ind 938 in green and yellow. Y119 was yard pilot and 
plue and gold X48 was in the yard. 

At 08 33 the Up InterCity arrived with 2 bogie vans 
nd a 3-car N set hauled by X53. After a stop of 5 
ninutes it departed. As it left we heard the sound of 
liesels from the Portland branch. In a minute or so the 
ource of the sound became evident as the orange 
ront of G511 hauling 32 VHHY/VHGY bogie wheat 

agons with brakevan 7ZLP came into view. 

At 09 00, G511 was detached and ran back to the 

oco. X48 was attached to a local goods and departed 
or Horsham at 09 30. At 09 45 T402 and T412 moved 
o the head of an empty ‘wheatie’ bound for Murtoa. 
At 09 50 T324 with 4 VLEX bogie vans and brake van 
‘OZLP arrived from Portland. These vans were later 
lespatched, in pairs, on Down Jets to Adelaide. 
At 10 30, C509, with a rake of about 30 empty con- 
ainer flats, stopped in the yard alongside T359. The 
rew of C509 took time out to refill their billy in the 
ignal box. 

On the fourth road of the yard half-a-dozen navvies 
vere replacing sleepers with a front end loader. 

At 11 30 we decided it was time for lunch and as 
here are no refreshment rooms at the station we set 
ff for the shopping centre. 

Having stopped the rumblings of stomachs we made 
bee-line for Ararat loco. With only a vague idea of its 
lirection we set off, feeling a little like Burke and Wills. 
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B75 and T399 near the top of the climb to Bank Box loop with 8115 Ballarat pass. Sat.7.9.85. (Rick Coles) 


At the loco was our friend of that morning G511 and 
two lst series T class locos — T326 and T324. In the 
shed was Y155 (grey and orange). Sitting in the sun 
being bombarded by locusts were the water gins 
WTI151 and WT215. Keeping them company were an 
open wagon G363 and 34RT minus its engine. 


In the wagon repair area were 10 or so GH wagons 
awaiting minor repairs. A VHGY was being repaired by 
a fitter while W263 idled nearby. W263 appeared to be 
the loco and wagon repair area pilot. 

We returned to the station having seen all we wished 
to see but before we outstayed our welcome. 

At 1410 a bulk wheatie, consisting of 32 VHGY/ 
VHHYs with brake van 52ZLP and hauled by S303 
and $306, stopped at the station platform, bound for 
Portland from Horsham. 

14 55 saw the arrival of C510 hauling 20 container 
flats on a Down Jet. Two minutes later C501 stopped 
in the yard with 25 container flats and a green and 
yellow 8300 brakevan. This train departed at 15 07 
bound for Melbourne. 

At 15 13, C510, running light, shunted the first 2 
VLEX vans from the 0950 train and these were 
coupled to the front of the train which departed at 
15 40. As this train departed, the Up InterCity pass. 
arrived with X54 hauling a 3-car N set and | bogie van. 
After a brief stop it continued on its way. 
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At 16 00 we returned to our motel to wash off the 
dust and attend to our sunburn. We resembled 
lobsters! After our tea we returned to the station in 
time to see an ANR BL on a Down Jet with 27 wagons 
including the 2 VLEX wagons from the morning. Then 
back to the motel to sample some country television. 
About the same standard as Melbourne! It was 
interesting to note that BTV6 featured a shot of a B 
hauled InterCity in one of its promotions. 

5.1.85 — The morning was overcast with the pro- 
mise of rain. After checking out of the motel we 
walked to the station. 

The yard had filled with wagons overnight. There 
was a train of grey AOSY bogie wagons marked ‘soda 
ash traffic only’, mixed with green and yellow OBF 
four wheel wagons. There was also a sleeper train, less 
its load, along with a rake of bogie tankers and some 
VHGYs. 

An Up Jet was also present. The 8300 brake van had 
developed a fault. T361, blue and yellow, shunted it to 
a side road and replaced it with a VLP. 

At 1105, a Down InterCity swept into the station, 
changed engine crews and departed at 11 10. This train 
consisted of X41, a 3-car N set and a bogie van. 

Ten minutes later the Up Jet, hauled by an S-C com- 
bination, departed with the replaced brake van in tow. 


Twin ANR units BL31 and 937 drop down to Bacchus Marsh, with 9146 Up Jet. Sat.7.9.85. (Rick Coles) 


At 12 23, G511 hauling 4GP, a brakevan, 11VHWA 
(ballast wagon) and 29VVCP arrived, changed crews 
and departed at 1415. 

Being Saturday, we had the station to ourselves from 
12 30 to 15 00 and provided an answering service to 
various members of the public who came to the sta- 
tion. 

At 15 21, 930 (maroon and silver), C503 (blue and 
gold) and C507 (grey and orange) entered the yard 
with an Up Jet. The train included 10 VHGY wagons 
which were uncoupled and shunted by the three locos. 

C501 stopped in the yard with a Down Jet of 25 con- 
tainer flats and 2 8300 brakevans. 

The Up InterCity arrived, 4 minutes late, at 15 40. 
X41, long and leading, 3 N cars and 1 bogie van made 
up the train. As this was our train home we climbed 
aboard. | 

Listed below is our progress to Melbourne. 

Departed Ararat 1544. Arrived Beaufort 16 14. 
Passed through Trawalla 16 20. 16 39 saw Linton Junc- 
tion flash past. | 

At the 75 mile post we slowed to a crawl. D3653 and 
W259 were observed in Ballarat workshops. | 

16 45 — we stopped at Ballarat for 10 minutes. Bac- 
chus Marsh at 17 44. Melton 10 minutes later. Arrived 
at Spencer St at 18 25. 
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Above: R766 on a Down special passes Spotswood prior to the ‘Great Steam Spectacular’ 
parallel run. Sun.8.9.85. (Roger Gillard) 


R ( ‘LA SS Page 327: 938-C501 tackle Ingliston Bank with the 13 30 Down Serviceton steel train. 
Sat.13.10.84. (John Dare) 


| Opposite page: R769 storming up Stawell Bank in the afternoon sun on its final run from 
A | / N Horsham to Melbourne on a fan trip. Mon.13.3.67. (Graham Withers) 
Below: R766 leaves platform 5 Spencer St with a Steam Age special to Bendigo while 


R707 waits at platform 7 with a Steamrail charter to Bacchus Marsh. Sun.15.9.85. 
(John Dare) 
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Above: R761 and R766 storm up the grade leaving Beaufort with the ARE/Steam Age special to Ararat. 
Sun.8.9.85. (Robert Carlisle) 


Opposite: R761 heads the Down Vintage Train to Ballarat across Melton Viaduct. Sun.5.5.85. (Roger Gillard) 
Below: R761 and R766 during a photostop at Manor Quarry. Sun.8.9.85. (Roger Gillard) 
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Trip to Warrnambool 


Stirred up bright and early, the Cronin family, after 
breakfast, travelled down to the local MTA station at 
Eltham parked our car and proceeded to the platform 
to start our time-traveller’s trip to Warrnambool. 

There were a few commuters waiting to catch the 
07 25 service to Melbourne, the 07 25 departed on 
time as we arrived in the car park (Comeng set number 
not known). 

While we waited a Harris set was ticking away in 
No.2 road. The family was worried this might be our 
train. It had the appearance of most Harris sets in ser- 
vice. 

When the Harris set was being moved there was a lot 
of flashing and arcing of electric equipment under the 
middle motor-unit, the train did not want to go, but 
finally it got under way with a great deal of brake drag- 
ging and a nice shower of sparks from the brake blocks. 

The Harris set was moved across to the Down plat- 
form just as our train arrived (relief) a Comeng set, 
loading on platform was now about 80 people, 
departed Eltham on time 07 25 running express from 
Heidelberg to Clifton Hill with a stop at Ivanhoe, then 
express to Jolimont MCC. While at Eltham, p.a. 
informed us of opening of Flagstaff station next Mon- 
day. 

Arrived Spencer at 08 09 on time, standing room 
only, and proceded around to platform 4 for our train, 
watching city workers rushing up exit ramps to who 
knows where. At platform 4 was service 8221 to War- 
rnambool. N set 15 made up of 45ACN, 45BSN, 10BN 
and D van 309. Several P and N sets sighted on various 
tracks and locos P15, P13, P14, P16, B83, X40, DERM 
63 and our loco X34 was being moved in to couple to 
our train. X34 was badly in need of a trip to the car 
wash. 

Melville, Avoca, several other early wooden car- 
riages, steel diner and a open-ended carriage were pre- 
sent. 

One minute before departure time the warning bell 
sounded and right on time at 08 40, X34, long hood 
leading, moved our train out of platform 4 to begin our 
time traveller’s adventure. 

AS we set out over the pointwork of Spencer St yard, 
the conductor welcomed us aboard and announced 
that we were on time and gave us the arrival time for 
stops along the way. 

Moving slowly along the line it was noticed that the 
Dudley St carriage shed was demolished and earth 
moving equipment moving about beginning the job of 
replacing the old sheds. 

As we passed the hump yard veteran F212 was wait- 
ing to recover any wrongly routed wagons. Passing 
through North Melbourne station still being worked 
on. Several trains moving about. 

Once past North Melbourne the chant from X34 16- 
cylinder GM was starting to echo through the train. 
Being in 10BN, attached to the rear of X34, one could 
see just how much movement takes place between the 
carriage and the bouncing double-headlights of X34. 

Disadvantages of the N sets is that, as they are so 
well insulated, the GM chant is muffled and one can- 
not open a window. 

Passed Footscray at 08 49 and the pace quickened, 
slowing at Newport to cross over and proceed down the 
Geelong line to Werribee passing Newport Workshops. 
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21st MAY, 1985 GARRY CRONIN 

Sighted R761 all shining and fully restored, tender 
poking out of its home. A sight that would please any 
railfan that one of the Hudsons is back with more to 
follow. 

Just down from R761 was a further Hudson, no 
number on cab. Loco was in very poor condition, pass- 
ing impression only. Tait carriages everywhere. 

Crossed over new line with overhead coming in 
south from Westona, passed smoothly over same and 
the pace quckened. Nice to sit back and watch our train 
passing the traffic on the highway near Laverton. 
Perhaps the masses will come back to trains one day. 

Passed through Werribee at 09 10, speed approx- 
imately 100 km/h. Up N set passed a Werribee just a 
passing blur. 

Two lasses on BRN45 doing roaring trade Moving 
back from the buffet, noted train was about eighty per- 
cent full. 

Passed another Up N set at 09 19 near Little River, 
another passing blur. 

Moving into Geelong, sighted Y171, Y129 and 
veteran W244 moving about yard plus several locos in 
loco depot. | 

Arrived Geelong station at 09 31 (3 min. early) P18 
and H set along with B84 and N set on adjacent tracks. 

A number of passengers alighted and large group 
joined train greeting exchanged by several families on 
platform. Once again warning bells ringing, announce-| 
ment over p.a. system on station and on time X34 
pulled our train and with a blast of its warning chimes. 
Rapidly picking up speed in the tunnel south of 
Geelong the chant of those 16 cylinders echoed right! 
through the carriage from an open window, music to 
any railfan — even if you prefer the beat of a mighty 
Hudson’s exhaust! 

Speed dropped slightly after exit from tunnel and we) 
travelled through the suburb of South Geelong. Passed! 
the branch line that used to run to Queenscliff. 

X34 picking up speed soon reached speed limit. 

Smooth riding on line, slight on some curves, pass- 
ing into very green country side. Sighted concrete 
works south side of track 09 53 , number of VPCX, 
VHCA, VBBY vans present. 

Passed through Moriac at 0957, train slowed 
slightly, old milepost 62 sighted at 09 58, about this 
time automatic sliding door failed (too many kids?) 
and remained open and allowed a great deal of track 
noise in, milepost 76 noted at 1007. 

Arrived Winchelsea at 10 09 and off again at 10 11 | 
Coming into Winchelsea the conductor handed out 
information about lunch and details of tour at War- 
rnambool. 

Moving along passed Lake Colac, arrived Colac at 
10 35, 4 minutes late, changeover of small number of| 
passengers, sighted RT14 in yard with VLCX75W 
VOCX and one yellow GY. 

Green J536 outside station, fair condition. Departed 
Colac at 10 39 hours. 

Sighted wreckage west of Colac, where volcano rock| 
fences start, at 1053 (3 or 4) GH type wagons and 
cement carrier. 

Arrived Camperdown at 11 05 (5 min. late), few 
passengers left. RT23 in yard departed 11 09. Perma- 
nent way camp noted south side of line,site with con- 
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crete base and all fittings, portable buildings appeared 
to be moving site. 

Sighted branch running south to Timboon, rust on 

rails. Passed large briquette siding at Boorcan. 
_ Arrived Terang 11 22 (4 min. late), picked up one 
‘minute on Camperdown arrival. Changeover of about 
20 passengers, departed at 11 24. Passed two closed 
sidings at 11 37, could be Panmure, passed milepost 
(157 at 11 43. 

Moving through countryside, still green, slight hills 
and long wind breaks made of tall pine trees. Sighted 
sea near Warrnambool and arrived at 11 52. Our train 
had picked up time making up 4 minutes and arriving 2 
minutes early. Conductor thanked us for travelling V/ 
Line and gave departure time from trip home. 
| Good size yard at Warrnambool with Y140 moving 
jaround yard. Train crew wasting no time in uncoupling 
/X34 and running around train to make up same for the 
12 25 Up Melbourne train No. 8256. 

Walked one block to the Royal Hotel for a seafood 
lunch, 43 people in our group. Everybody appeared to 
enjoy lunch and service, a good children’s selection 
available. 
| After lunch boarded a Mercedes road coach from 
‘Warnambool Coaches at 13 30 for a tour of city sights, 
Fletcher Jones Gardens, Tourist information centre, 


camping grounds, lakes, beaches and the Marine 
Museum, finishing off with a 30 minutes in Warnam- 
bool and then returning to railway station at 17 15. 

Our train consist for the trip home was old favourite 
B84 and N set (?), made up of 9ACN, 47BRN, 8BW 
and D315. B84 looking the worse for wear, dirty rust 
showing through in parts, large dent in nose of No.2, 
end revealing about 12 mm of body filler. 

Sunset occurred at about 1730, no chance for 
daylight photos, flash-unit failed. Chant of B84-GM 
showed no sign of wear in the still sea air. 

Departed Warrnambool on time at 17 45. B84 wast- 
ing no time in bringing No.8286 up to the speed limit. 
Train about eighty percent full, few seats vacant in first 
class only, everybody settled down for trip home about 
3 hours, 20 minutes. 

Buffet car opened up and once again the two helpful 
and courteous girls did a roaring trade. Family tried the 
old favourite pie and sauce complete with foam plate 
and plastic knife and fork and a cup of tea. 

The number of children on train had not lessened 
and fortunately the sliding door stood up to the traffic 
this time and a quiet time was had on return trip. 

All stops on the return trip were made on time or 1 
or 2 minutes ahead. At Winchelsea, B84 backed our 
train down the main and moved onto the crossing loop 


X41 leads an Up double consist pass. away from Geelong. 22.12.83. (John Dennis) 
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B74 on the 08 00 Down Geelong pass. approaches Separation St overpass. 7.1.83. (Robert Carlisle) 


no sooner had this been done and blue and gold B65 
with one blue coach and what appeared to be rebuild Z 
set plus van glided in Warrnambool-bound arrived and 
we departed straight away at 19 40. 

Arrived Geelong 2008, 1 minute up and departed 
on time, passed Down train with CD van just out of 
Geelong at about 20 16. 

Arrived Werribee 2040, passed goods trains 
Geelong bound. Passed further N set Geelong bound 
near Footscray. 

Arrived Melbourne on time at 2105 without the 
usual stop in Spencer St yard. 

Everybody alighted with some very tired children 
present, within 5 minutes it was all over and platform 
was deserted. 


Very quiet at Spencer St, only train movement was | 
Sale passenger 4-car set with L class, 21 25 departing at | 
21 25. A number of P and N sets present but shut 
down awaiting duties next morning. 


We boarded a Comeng set for a uneventful trip 
home, stopping all stations to Eltham. 


Ending what was a long day’s rail fanning wath | 
everybody enjoying same. Having now tried most of. 
the school holiday trips, we can only say that the War- 
nambool caper is good value for money, as all the trips| 
have been. The trade-off being that one can do some| 
rail fanning while family has a outing. I am lucky in 
having a family that will most times travel over the 
state’s railways. 


Opposite: C503 and Alco 953 roar out of Belair with a Down Jet. 3.2.82. (Leon Oberg) | 


Below: B73 climbs the grade near Diggers Rest with a Down Bendigo goods. Thurs.17.12.81. (John Dare) 
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PB15 454 leading the 1100 Drysdale pass. 
approaches the ‘big bridge’ near Drysdale 31.12.82. 
(Robert Carlisle) 
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General News 


Met review: The State Government will appoint a pri- 
vate consulting firm to review the management struc- 
ture of Melbourne’s troubled Metropolitan Transit 
Authority. 

The Minister for Transport, Mr Roper, said recently 
that the program would aim to reduce train cancella- 
tions to five a day by June next year, and fewer by June 
1987. He also hoped the review would recommend 
ways of significantly reducing shortages of trains and 
crews, two of the main causes of Melbourne’s recent 
train chaos. 

The recent announcement came as rail services con- 
tinued to be seriously affected by crew shortages, 
mechanical problems, industrial bans and limitations. 
It also came just three weeks after senior MetRail 
managers were ordered out into the system to find out 
first hand the problems which commuters face each 
day. (Where are they?) 

But Mr Roper denied that the review was a response 
to Melbourne’s recent rail troubles, and said it had 
been requested in July by the chairman of the MTA, 
Mr Lynn Strouse. 

He also said that the Government had intended to 
review the operations of all of Victoria’s transport 
authorities, which were established in 1983 by the 
former Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb. “‘It was sug- 
gested by Steve (Crabb) when he set up the authorities 
that after a period of time they would be reviewed to 
see how they were operating’’, Mr Roper said. ‘‘The 


A telephoto lens emphasises the grades on the Ringwood line as an Up Comeng train nears Mitcham. 9.4.85. 
(John Dennis) 


Metropolitan Transit Authority has major operating 
problems at the moment, so naturally it is the first to 
be looked at in this way’’. Mr Roper said that up to 42 
trains were now being cancelled every day, and that he 
wanted an average 90 per cent of weekday trains to be 
running punctuality by next June. He said that target 
would rise to 93 per cent by June 1987. 

The consultants also will be asked to consider issues 
including common services between MetRail and V/ 
Line, economic use of transport staff and the 
possibility of splitting the roles of chairman and 
managing director in the MTA. The inclusion of these 
issues in the terms of reference for the inquiry 
increases speculation that suburban and country rail 
services may be amalgamated, and suggests changes at 
senior management level in the MTA. (Age) 


Camperdown Freight Centre closes: By Fri.30.8, the 
Camperdown Freight Centre’s office block had been 
demolished, thus signalling the closure of the freight 
centre. RT23 has moved to Colac to replace RT30, 
which has gone elsewhere. On Fri.30.8, the site of the 
office block had been levelled and the only rollingstock 
in the yard was a rake of 5 GYs. At Warrnambool and 
Colac it was business as usual. (GC) | 


AN passenger rollingstock: The following is a list of 
Australian National (SAR) 500, 600 and 700 class steel 
bodied passenger rollingstock. Some of which are now 
located in Victoria. 


ESS 


eaeenl 


500 


501 
502 
503 


600 
600 


601 
602 
603 
604 
605 
606 
607 


700 
700 
701 
702 


703 


704 
705 
706 
707 


708 
709 
710 
711 
712 
713 
714 
715 


class 


500 Owned by AN. On hire to V/Line as AK1. 


In V/Line service 17.10.83. 

Owned by Steamage, Aust. In service. 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. In service. 
Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). 


class 
Owned by AN. On hire to V/Line as BKL3. t 
In V/Line service 14.12.83. ES a= —] 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. \ ; 
Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). —— 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. In service. a enh 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. In service. 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. In service. _— 
Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). _ am 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. On hire to V/Line and \ ‘\ 
el re p 
RAZA ZA 


classified BH1. Yet to enter V/Line service, 
believed to be blackbanned by unions. 


class 

Owned by Steamage, Aust. 

Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). 
Owned by AN. On hire to V/Line as BK1. 
In V/Line service 4.6.83. 

Owned by AN. On hire to V/Line as BK2. 
In V/Line service 28.7.83. 

Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). 
Condemned in SA prior to 10.81(?). 
Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. In service as Johnnie 
Walker Club Car. Still No. 707. 

Owned by Steamage, Aust. 

Owned by Steamage, Aust. 

Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. 

Owned/allotted to ARHS (SA Division). 
Owned by Steamage, Aust. 

Owned by Steamage, Aust. 


Owned by AN. Delivered ex Adelaide 8.3.83 to Above: X54-X45 arrive Castlemaine station with a Down 

V/Line. Believed returned to AN due to bad con- Bendigo pass. on Easter Monday 8.4.85. (Terry Dexter) 

dition of car. Current location unknown. (PNM) Below: N452 almost complete sits outside the paint shop at 
Martin & Kings, Somerton. 30.10.85. (Graham Forsythe) 
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Traffic 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 

Warrnambool sightings: 

Sat.17.8: 18 25, 8265 Down pass.: B64, B72, N8, N11. 

Sun.18.8: 17 00, 8280 Up pass.: B72, B64, N11, N8. 

Mon.19.8: 12 35, 8235 Down pass.: B69, D314, NS. 
17 45, 8286 Up pass.: B69, NS, D314. 

Wed.21.8: 12 35, 8235 Down pass.: B67, N15, D312. 
17 45, 8286 Up pass.: B67, D312, N15. 

Fri.23.8: 08 40, 8221 Down pass.: X34, N15, D318. 
12 25, 8256 Up pass.: X34, D318, N15. 

Sat.24.8: 18 25, 8265 Down pass.: B75, B80, N3, N15. 

Sun.25.8: 17 00, 8280 Up pass.: B80, B75, N15, N3. 

Sat.31.8: 08 40, 8221 Down pass.: B69, A66, N9, 
D345. 12 50, 8256 Up pass.: A66, B69, N9, D345. 
18 25, 8265 Down pass.: B74, B84, N10, N11. 

Sun.1.9: 1700, 8280 Up pass.: B84, B74, N11, N10. 

Tues.3.9: 08 40, 8221 Down pass.: X32, N1, D325. 
12 25, 8256 Up pass.: X32, D325, NI. 12 35, 8235 
Down pass.: B74, N7, D326. 17 45, 8286 Up pass.: 
B74, D326, N7. 

Wed.4.9: 08 40, 8221 Down pass.: X31, N18, D342. 
12 25, 8256 Up pass.: X31, D342, N18. 12 45, 8235 
Down pass.: B84, N9, D347, 17 45, 8286 Up pass.: 
B84, D347, N9. 

Thurs.5.9: 08 40, 8221 Down pass.: X32, N1, D325. 
12 25, 8256 Up pass.: X32, D325, N1. 12 35, 8235 
Down pass.: A85, N17, D327. 17 45, 8286 Up pass.: 
A85, D327, N17. 

Fri.6.9: 1235, 8235 Down pass.: B74; N9, D312. 
17 45, 8286 Up pass.: B74, D312, N9. 21 45, 9206 
Up goods: This train was due to be run by Y130, but 
due to no loading being available, instead, the A 
class loco off 8265 ran light to Geelong departing 
Warrnambool at 10 10. 9277 ran as usual and the B 
class loco off it ran 8236. 

Sat.7.9: 08 40, 8221 Down pass.: B83, B68, D320, N11. 
12 25, 8256 Up pass.: B68, B83, N11, D320. 18 25, 
8265 Down pass.: B76, B67, N16, N11. 

Sun.8.9: 1700, 8280 Up pass.: B67, B76, N11, N16. 
1855, 8265 Down pass.: X32, 264BZ, 201BS, 
225BRS, 206AS, CD3. 

Mon.9.9: 0655, 8236 Up pass.: 
225BRS, 201BS, 264BZ. (GC) 

Melbourne Limited: On Fri.6.9.85, the Melbourne 

Limited ran a dinner trip to Colac, departing from Flin- 

ders St at about 1900 and returning by around mid- 

night. The train was hauled by R766, with blue wooden 

van 18CE, four Limited carriages and 1PCO. (RBS) 


Warrnambool freight to increase: Warrnambool .V/ 
Line officials expect freight cartage to increase 
following a tour of local businesses by the V/Line 
marketing team. The team of four have been visiting 
local businesses recently to promote the V/Line freight 
and parcels service. V/Line expects that freight carried 
to Warrnambool will increase by about 400 tonnes a 
month as a result of the visit. Several businesses have 
promised to use the V/Line freight service more, 
regional marketing manager Mr Bill Ballagh said. (AJ) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 
Bacchus Marsh observations: A NSW reader spent 


some time recently at Bacchus Marsh and was kind 
enough to jot down his observations of 7.9.85. 


X32, CD3, 206AS, 
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9130: Jet express goods — C506, C509 — 07 14 

8116: Up Bacchus Marsh pass. — 55RM, 34MT — 
07 25 

8120 Overland — X49, S305 — 0750 (early!) 

8122 Up Ballarat pass. — B76 (2 D vans & N set) — 
08 37 

8130 Up Dimboola pass. — S304 (N set) — 1037 

8126: Up Bacchus Marsh pass. — DRC42 — 10 47 

9146: Jet Express goods — BL31, 937 — 1155 

8134: Up Ballarat pass. — S317 (N set) — 1237 

8115: Down Ballarat pass. — B75, T399 (N set) — 
13 14 

8117: Down Bacchus Marsh pass. — 56RM, 34MT — 
13 51 

9129: Jet express goods — C505 — 1415 

8142: Up Ballarat pass. — B75 (N set) — 15 40 

9131: Jet express goods — 935, 940, 932 — 1700 

8146: Up Dimboola pass. — X46 — 17 30 (RBC) 


Western line CTC: 

On 20.7.85, ATC between Deep Lead Loop, Lubeck' 
Loop and Murtoa was replaced by CTC. The signal 
box at Lubeck Loop was abolished and Murtoa can 
now be switched out. 

On 27.7.85, ATC between Ararat, Pyrenees Loop and 
Great Western Loop as well as the electric staff sec- 
tions Great Western Loop — Stawell A Box and 
Stawell B Box — Deep Lead Loop were replaced by 
CTC. Signal boxes at Stawell, Great Western Loop 
and Pyrenees Loop were abolished. 

Certain departure signals at Ararat and Wolseley as 
well as Murtoa, Horsham and Dimboola (when 
switched in) are controlled by the train controller. In| 
addition, the Down departure signal at Leeor Loop is 
controlled by the signalman at Wolseley. 

When Murtoa and Dimboola are switched out, the 
arrival home signals become automatic signals, the 
depoarture signals become intermediate home sig- 
nals and trains cannot be crossed at these stations. 

When Horsham is switched out, it functions as a stan- 
dard crossing loop with points and signals for No.1 
and No.2 roads being remotely controlled. 

CTC is now operational between Ararat and Wolseley, 
the single line sections being: Ararat - Eyreees| 
Loop - Great Western Loop - Deep Lead Loop - 
Lubeck Loop - Murtoa Loop - Horsham - Picspinie! 
Loop - Dimboola Loop - Salisbury Loop - Diapur!| 
Loop - Kaniva Loop - Leeor Loop - Wolseley. (CRS) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Myrtleford report: Goods trains ran to Myrtleford on} 
the following days during the period Mon.22.7 until) 
Sun.25.8. 

Mon.22.7: Down arrived — T403, 2ABAA, VLCX, 
ALFY, 2ABAA, VLCX, ALAA, ALFY, ALAA,| 
VVBP. Up departed — T403, VBBX, 2VLCX,) 
VBBX, VLCX, VBAX, ALCX, ABAA, NLGX, 
ALAA, VLCX, VVBP. 

Tues.23.7: Down arrived — T413, 3VLCX, VVBP. Up 
departed — T413, VBAX, VLCX, 2ABAA, ALFY, 
2VLCX, VBBX, ABAA, ALAA, ALFY, VVBP. | 

Wed.24.7: Down arrived — T1374, VLCX, VLBY,| 
ABAA, VVBP29. Up departed — T1374, ALAA,| 
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VLCX, 3ABAA, NLGX, VBAX, ABAA, ALFY, 
VLCX, ABAA, VVBP29. 

Thurs.25.7: Down arrived — T335, CA. Up departed 
— T7335, 3VLCX, ABAA, VBAX, ABAA, VLCX, 
VLBY, VBAY, ABAA, VLBY, VLCX, CA. 

Tues.30.7: Track recording machine ran to Myrtleford. 

Tues.20.8: Down arrived — T1341, Y170, 2VLCX, 
ALFY, 4ABAA, VBAX, VLCX, 2VBBX, ALGX, 
VLCX, VBBX, 3ABAA, ALGX, VLCX, ALAA, 
2VLCX, ALFY, VLBY, VLCX, ALGX, VLCX, 
ALGX, VVBP. Up departed — T341, Y170, 3GY, 
VVBP. 

Fri.23.8: Down arrived — 1343, ALAA, NLGX, 
ABAA, ALCX, 3ABAA, VBAY, ALFY, NLUX, 
ALFY, ABAA, VVBP54. Up departed — 1343, 
ALGX, 2ABAA, VBBX, VLCX, ALGX, 2VBBX, 
VLCX, VVBP54. (IM) 

Cobram line: On Fri.6.9.85, the evening Down 


Cobram pass. had four locomotives heading a single 
set and D van: A70-X51-T363-B69. (RBS) 


YARRAM LINE 


Norman to Leongatha: On the two Saturdays 3.8.85 
and 17.8, Norman was attached to the rear of the 09 47 
Spencer St - Leongatha pass. for travel by Rail Tourist 
Association members. On each occasion, the train was 
double-headed by two P class locos. On 17.8, they were 
P12 and P14. Advantage was taken of the light engine 
move from Leongatha to Korumburra and return to 
run a |-carriage special (P-P- Norman) with photostops 
en route. While at Korumburra, the special travelled to 
the end of the siding which is the stub remaining of the 
former Outtrim line. (RBS) 


EASTERN LINE 


Rail movements during strike: On Tues.13.8.85, the 
day of the AFULE strike, two trains actually moved, 
both by AFULE members — these being the carriages 
from the cancelled Bairnsdale to Melbourne pass. by 
T404 and the Train of Knowledge cars by T409. 


A62 slows 8305, Melbourne - Albury pass. on the outskirts of Springhurst. Mon.6.4.85. (Rick Coles) 
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To water the Train of Knowledge cars, the train has 
to be moved from the carriage siding on the Up end of 
Bairnsdale station, to the station platform, which was 
occupied by T404 and the cars off the cancelled train. 

By special arrangements with the AFULE, the loco 
crew from the Train of Knowledge were granted 
exemption from the strike to allow the watering of the 
Train of Knowledge cars, and if needed, to run the train 
to Fernbank to clear the toilets. 

T404 was started up and moved the empty pass. cars 
approximately 100 metres towards Melbourne. This 
then allowed T409 with the Train of Knowledge cars, 
entry to the platform to water the cars. After comple- 
tion of the watering, the process was reversed. T409 
shunted the Train of Knowledge stock back to the car- 
riage siding, and then the crew went over to T404 and 
pushed the pass. cars back to the platform, both T class 
engines were then shut down. 

On Wed.14.8, when services had been restored, 
T409 ran the Train of Knowledge cars to Fernbank and 
return to Bairnsdale to empty the chemical toilets — 
the only passengers being the dining car staff. 

This empty car movement is done on the Wednes- 
day when the train is on the Gippsland Tour, as the 
train arrives at Bairnsdale on Monday evenings, and is 
not due to leave Bairnsdale until Thursday morning 
and, except for the short movements for watering, the 
train is stationary. By Wednesday the toilets are getting 
close to being full, so an empty car movement to 
Fernbank and return occurs. 

T409 with the Train of Knowledge cars departed 
Bairnsdale at 09 34 and arrived at Fernbank at 10 09. 
T409 ran around the train and departed at 1021 to 
arrive back at Bairnsdale at 10 58. The cars were then 
watered while at the platform, before being shunted 
back to the carriage siding. 

This ‘dunny run’ as called by the staff only occurs 


L1165-L1169 haul the 0910 Morwell briquette siding - 
Thurs.12.4.83. (Greg King) 
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when on the Gippsland Tour, as with all the other 
Tours which transverse the State, the train is usually 
on the move daily so the toilets can be emptied each 
day. (GD) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Unusual sightings: Some unusual motive power was 
seen passing through Mentone on Sat.7.8. About 01 30 
an Up Goods was headed by 935, 940 and 932 and this 
was followed by A73 running light. Neither class of 
locomotive is common on this line, and triple heading 
is most unusual. (IAC) 


Sleepless Surrey Hills: Each month brings new 
surprises at Surrey Hills. Ballast trains continue to run 
irregularly, but with new combinations of loco classes. 
Gone are the days of twin Ys; A class locos are now the 
usual power: solo, A-T, A-P and A-X combinations 
being seen. Regular goods trains have been solo T or 
T-Y. 

On Thurs.1.8, the Down ballast had a P leading an 
X; the Up working passed at 0430 on Fri.2.8. On 
Mon.5.8 the Down ballast was hauled by A78-T345, 
passing at 23 48. On Thurs.15.8 the Down ballast was 
hauled by A-X, returning at 04 45 Friday. This train 
now holds the record for the most powerful ever seen 
on this line, eclipsing the X-X which ran on 23.6. On 
Mon.9.9 an Up ballast burbled past at 05 00. On 
Mon.9.9 the Down ballast had a single A, returning at 
05 00. That night the Down ballast was headed by a T 
leading a B, passing at 23 30. On Tues.17.9 the Down 
ballast was again headed by a single A, but the next 
night saw T367-A62 passing at 23 37. The last ballast 
noted for the month passed down just on midnight on 


| 
Sun.22.9, with a single A. | 
In the last week of September, I did not see or hear 


the usual evening parcels coach. (RBS) 


Melbourne goods between Tynong and Nar Nar Goon. 
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Above: G514-G513 stand in the Deep Lead Loop with 366 


wheat just after 367 wheat with G515 had passed 14.5.85. 
(Rick Coles) 
W 4 EA | : Below: B74 hauls 42 GYs out of Woodend Thur.20.6.85. (Paul 


Jordan) 
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Works 


South West line works: Throughout the month of 
August, V/Line gangs have been working at various 
locations on the Warrnambool line. 

At Lara, the Elders-IXL Woolstore siding nears 
completion. The switchlocked siding requires ballast to 
be laid throughout and level-crossing protection at the 
road bordering the woolstore complex. 

A speed restriction of 15 km/h is in force in the 
vicinity of Geelong ‘‘A’’ Box. This is due to the rep- 
lacement of points, crossings, rails, sleepers and ballast 
at the throat of the passenger yard. V/Line gangs have 
been replacing sleepers in sections on both sides of 
Winchelsea as well as levelling what was the station 
yard at Moriac. 

Lifting of rails continues beyond Dennington. The 
lifted rails are taken to Warrnambool where they are 
dumped in large piles awaiting removal on flat wagons. 
There are a few piles of rails in the station yard as well 
as piles of other rail fittings which are brought in by 
dump truck. (GC) 


Further on Lilydale signalling: A reader has supplied 
Newsrail with a little more information on the 


Automatic Signalling between Mooroolbark and 
Lilydale. 


The automatic signalling between Mooroolbark and 
Lilydale was not brought into use until the weekend of 
29-30 June 1985. 


While it is true that the mechanical and hand oper- 
ated gates (Maroondah Hwy) at Lilydale were replaced 
by colour light signals and boom barriers over the 
weekend of 15-16 June, Mooroolbark yard and the 
intermediate signals were not brought into use for a 
further two weeks. 


While Lilydale was converted, trains at Mooroolbark 
and buses were used between the two stations. When 
Mooroolbark station was converted, buses had to be 
used between Ringwood and Lilydale, due to the addi- 
tional trackwork to be constructed at Mooroolbark and 
the lack of crossovers at Croydon. New track was 
installed at Mooroolbark to enable Down trains to 
directly enter the new No.2 platform which is now used 
by all weekly Down trains from the start of the morn- 
ing peak, until end of the evening peak. This avoids the 


Opposite: BL32 and X51 leave Caulfield with an Up Long Island goods. Sat.23.7.85. (Both photos John Dare) 


Below: G511-930-940 leave Ballarat East with 9146 Up Serviceton express goods. Sat.6.7.85. 
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delays to Down trains entering the single Up platform, 
which was very common in the past. 

| When I inspected the works at Mooroolbark on the 
morning of the 30th, the new trackwork was being 
packed and lifted, the new signals were operational and 
he old mechanical ones had all been loaded by crane 
onto a semi-trailer for disposal. (JAL) 


New lease of life: Newport, Ballarat and Bendigo 
Workshops are, under their new ‘commercial’ charter, 
well on the way to becoming modern, profit- oriented 
V/Line businesses. A marketing department has been 
set within the Workshops Division, and staff are 
actively engaged in finding customers in private indus- 
‘Ty. 

| At the same time, priority is being given to securing 
railway work which previously went to outside contrac- 
tors. The divison has already started to reap the 
denefits of the new approach. 

At Bendigo Workshops the men are building six 
jully- assembled bogies a fortnight on contract for 
Comeng. The Link Hoffman Busch lightweight, high- 
speed bogies are being built under licence from West 
Germany, and are for the Comeng trains used by 
MetRail. The contract, for 240 bogies, is expected to be 
completed by the end of next year. Another Comeng 
rontract, for stub ends for MetRail bogie frames, has 
‘eee awarded to Newport Workshops, and Newport 
as also won a contract for the supply of 450 tonnes of 
abricated steelwork for the roofing of Flinders St sta- 
ion. Work on that job is expected to start within four 
weeks. 

And at Ballarat Workshops, the carpentry shop is 
tonstructing the wooden furniture for Transport 
touse, including desks, tables and cupboards. Other 
‘ontract possibilities being negotiated by the Division 
nclude maintenance of MetRail’s air-conditioning 
nits, further Comeng work, and work on vehicles 
rom TOD’s amenities program. 

To support the Division’s new commercial outlook, 
substantial capital investment program has been 
leveloped to raise the level of workshops technology, 
nd to improve productivity. The first project to be 
fiven the green light was the modernisation of 
Newport’ s foundry, at a cost of $2.8 million. 
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Tests show that a 50 per cent increase in productivity 
can be expected after the foundry’s redevelopment. 
This would create a capacity for Newport to undertake 
outside work, like brake blocks for other rail 
authorities, and to complete for private industry jobs. 
A study of machine shop facilities in the three major 
workshops has led to a recommendation that they be 
re-equipped in three stages. The first stage involves the 
scrapping of 86 machine tools out of a total of 176, and 
replacing them with 33 new machines at a cost of $2.3 
million. 

Implementation of stage one of the plan will give 
Newport the capacity to bring back virtually all machin- 
ing work presently being sub-contracted out. Another 
productivity improvement project.includes the instala- 
tion of an underfloor wheel lathe at Newport, which 
will allow wheels to be machined while still under 
trains. This innovation will save countless working 
hours by overcoming the present problem of lifting 
rollingstock and dismantling bogies to get at the 
wheels. 

In a speech given to group managers recently, V/ 
Line Chairman, Mr Keith Fitzmaurice, said 
management, in the past, had been content to watch 
the decline of the workshops. More and more railway 
work was going to outside industry, which was better 
equipped to perform at much reduced costs. 


‘*We have not only arrested that decline, but we are 
also now heading towards being a real competitor for 
non-railway work’’, he said. ‘‘The effect that this is 
already having on Workshops staff, in terms of boost- 
ing morale, is evident — particularly at Ballarat and 
Bendigo, which had become political hotbeds of unrest 
due to the uncertainty of the future of these 
workshops. 

‘The aggressive commercial approach we have 
adopted would appear to have resolved any doubt 
there might have been regarding the future of Ballarat 
and Bendigo, which now have a vital role in the 
overall workshop operation’’, Mr. Fitzmaurice added. 
(V/Line Update) 


BTV6 news: V/Line Ballarat Workshops are to 
undergo a $650,000 improvement program designed to 
increase efficiency this financial year. (CRS) 
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Left: K153 crossing Dartmoor trestle 20.4.84. (Kelvir 
Russell) 


Right: B72 crosses the viaduct over the Coliban River as ij 
leaves Malmsbury with the 1200 Up Bendigo pass 
Mon.12.4.82. (John Dare) 


Below: K190 crosses the Taradale Viaduct with the Vintage 
Ls alih bound for Bendigo. Easter Monday, 12.4.82. (Johr 
Dare | 


2 TN 
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INTERSTATE LOCOS 
IN VICTORIA 


Above: WL257 assisted by T411 climb the Avenel Bank with 
the 09 20 Up Albury goods. Sun.11.8.85. (John Dare) 


Below: GM23 and 42209 on an Up goods near Kilmore East, 
29.2.84. (Adrian Rynberk) 
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Above: BL26, 932, 935, T413, C505, 937, 930, X46 and C506 head the 9130 Up goods out of Ballarat East. 
Sun.30.6.85. (Roger Gillard) 


Below: Alcos 931, 934, 932, 940, 938 and 935 take refuge in Bank Box loop at 13 20 to cross the Down Ballarat 
pass. Sat.24.8.85. (Graham Withers) 
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Rollings tock 


The Intercapital Daylight climbs Mangalore Bank behind GM23. Sat.13.4.85. (Terry Dexter) 


Locos and wagons: At South Dynon Diesel Shop on 
6.10, F211 which has been repainted in V/Line’s 
tangerine and grey colours, was undergoing the final 
touch up to its paintwork. This unit, which spends 
most of its time waiting on the Trimmer siding on the 
approach ramp to the Hump in Melbourne Yard, car- 
ries the painted name under the cab windows “Little 
Trimmer’’. Its twin F208 which is usually employed as 
the shop shunter at South Dynon also has an unofficial 
name ‘‘Dynon Donk’’, which is carried on both sides 
of the hood and on the rear of the cab. 


The two final units of the P class were delivered to 
V/Line at South Dynon during the week ending 5.10 
from the contractors Clyde Engineering (Vic) Pty Ltd, 
Somerton. They are P22 (Clyde 84/1215) and P23 
(84/1217). 


The partially stripped shell of T346 which has been 
removed from the locomotive register lies on its bare 
bogies on a siding at South Dynon Loco. Brand new 
N451 sits on a turntable spur ever since its delivery as 
it has been subject to a black ban, which has been 
imposed as a result of an inter-union dispute. 


Ballarat North Workshops have completed the order 
for ten VHNY ballast hopper wagons of 50 t capacity 
which have been painted in the green colours and carry 
the Met logo for the Metropolitan Transit Authority. 
They carry Nos. 1001 — 1010 inc and were delivered to 
North Melbourne from early September to October. 
They are designed to selectively discharge ballast from 
pneumatically controlled chutes either between the 
rails or on either side. The operation is carried out from 
an elevated platform at either end of the wagon body, 
which carries a warning notice re electric overhead wir- 
ing. (JLB) 
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Norman: was to be shopped in August for an interio 
refurbishing. Plastic laminate is to be applied over th 
wood veneer panelling, and new carpet is to be fittec 
The exterior will be given the V/Line livery. when out 
shopped, Norman will be promoted for luxury charters 
at about double the rates which applied before th 
work. (RBS) 


Goulburn: has been fitted with 4-wheel rollerbearin 
bogies of the Spirit of Progress (RBS) 


Wooden carriages: The wooden carriage set whic! 
formed the 1700 Bacchus Marsh, the last woode: 
nonairconditioned set in use, was withdrawn fror 
Fri.30.8.85. The vehicles were delivered to Steamra 
(and other preservation groups?). (RBS) 


H sets: To provide capacity on the 1700 Bacchu 
Marsh, a 4-car SH set was created about Mon.2.9 b 
removing a BH carriage from another set. The reduce; 

set was then not used on any other service. The 4-cz 
set was noted on Fri.6.9 as 1288CH-141BH-148BH 
eae {It is now a permanent 4-car set — Editor| 
RBS 


Z sets: On Thurs.26.9 some unusual Z sets wer 
noted. The 1200 Down Geelong used set 251ACZ 
213BS-268BZ-31BE, with no refreshment car and wit 
mixed BZ-BS accommodation. The 13 10 Dow 
Geelong had a 3 car set of ACZ-BS-BS, the refresh 


ment car being the missing vehicle. (RBS) 

Power vans: An unusual set was seen in the centr 
yard at Spencer St on the morning of Thurs.26.9. It we 
PH-SH set-BJ-DH-SH set. Was this assembled for | 
trial? Note the Overland BJ car in the middle, and th 
PH van at the rear. The PH vans have not been use 


since their conversion. They are painted grey. (RBS 
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Taildisc 


Corrections: Page 265, September 1985. Misprint — 
Box Hill 14 trains m-t-t-m-G-T-m (i.e., only the G was 
Tait). (JS) 


Re: Jim Foley’s article on p. 100, April: Prior to the 
opening of Alamein in 1948, trains were stabled on the 
Down side of the High St bridge, Ashburton. I remem- 
oer seeing ‘“‘doggies’’ in the cutting. The track 
>xtended about one-third to halfway to what became 
Alamein. 


| So... trains did use the cutting and ‘rumbled’ away 
ander the bridge well before Alamein was opened. The 
Outer Circle by David Beardsell and Bruce Herbert 
(ARHS 1979) on pp. 78-79 mentions the use of the old 
main line as a siding. 


| 


| Does any reader know whether the stabling of trains 
here — 
|. Started with the electrification to Ashburton? 


2. Was a later development, requiring extension of 
| the overhead and bonding of the old track? 


3. Started after electrification on new track or track- 
bed of lifted track? 


4. If not, when were trains first stabled there? (IJS) 


Answers: 

Referring to Newsrail, August 1985, p. 244, 
Adelaide line, on both 13.5.85 and 18.5 the twin 930s 
which departed Adelaide with the Overland continued 
through to Melbourne. 

Referring to Newsrail, June 1985, p. 191, there was a 
sixth three-letter name ignored by the original item 
and by correspondent CB: Kew. [Has anyone thought 
of Kia, now Kiamal — Editor.] 

Referring to Newsrail, August 1985, p. 250, I am 
told that Harris trailer 786T was built with the 
unpainted panels between the windows. (RBS) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: The first proposed railway for 
Victoria was as early as March 1839, when Robert 
Hoddle, the Governor Surveyor of Port Phillip planned 
a line from Port Melbourne (The Beach) to 
Melbourne. 


This month’s question: With all the managers and so- 
called transport experts employed to run the railways 
today, the deficit in running it is increasing at an alarm- 
ing rate with what seems a little chance of slowing it. 
When was the last year the railways recorded a profit? 


44226 rolls the Up Southern Aurora around the curve approaching Kilmore East prior to its climb to the summit 


| of the Great Divide. Sun.17.2.85. (John Dare) 
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FOR THE RAIL 
ENTHUSIAST 


B.H.P. Tramways Centenary History — 
David Griffiths 


Locomotives N.S.W. Rail System — 
State Rail Authority N.S.W. 


Trains — Written for children with 
colour photographs — Leon Oberg 


Destination South Brisbane — 
John Kerr and John Armstrong 


1986 ARHS Calendar 
VHS Video “Union Pacific 6900’s” ... 


Rail Preservation in Australia — 
Robin Bromby 


Broadway to Port Pirie — 

ARHS SiAvsccecc nc eond cia ieca nates 
Kuala Lumpur & Singapore — 

Railway Pictorial — Steve McNicol 


Packing and Postage 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


Red Heart Souvenirs 


Todd Street, P.O. Box 1013 
Alice Springs, N.T. 5750 
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| 

MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
| 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 

| Phone: (03) 890 7027 

l Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
| Saturday 9 a.m. to noon 

t 


BRANGH LINE 
INET = IE Se ee 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 
524 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 


Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 40 Geddes Street, Mulgrave, Victoria, 3170 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement anc 
charges see p. 323. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway 
and Transport History. Anchorage Bookshop, The 
Basement, 353 Flinders Lane, Melbourne, 3000. Phone 
(03) 62 3047. Business Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am tc 
5.30 pm. Sat. 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. 


R761 Test Run to Woodend 19/12/84. One hou 
summary available on cassette — includes 2040 rhr 
performance Up Macedon Bank; recorded with ‘UHER 
equipment; detailed notes included $10.00. Write to: M 
L. Etherton, 5 Middleton Street, Highett, 3190. 


Large selection of historical VR manuals, timetable: 
and many other railway books. Write for list. S. Watson 
3 Sudholz St, Bittern, 3918. Phone: (059) 83 9189. 


One VHS video tape, two hours, South African Stean 
Locos, ‘Sunset Limited’. Thrilling steam saga over ¢ 
dozen different loco classes double and triple heading 
$50. Geoff Baumgartner, 53 South Ave., Moorabbir 
3189. 


‘Brighton Belle’ — Wrenn OO — available in BR bluc 


livery or SR chocolate and cream livery. Powered drivin 
car and non-powered trailing driving car sets. $137 
Additional Pullman cars, either livery, $23.50 each. P.J.F 
Productions, 20 Daly St., Gisborne, Victoria, 3437. 


RAILFAN 
SHOP 


Transport House 


Ground Floor 


589 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 
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Telephone 619 4567 
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